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crimes.3 In March, the European Court of 
Human Rights found in Abdu v. Bulgaria that 
authorities had failed to thoroughly investigate 
the racist motive associated with the physical 
assault of a Sudanese national in 2003. 

Between July and September, Amnesty 
International researched 16 cases of 
alleged hate crimes against individuals and 
properties. The hate motive was investigated 
only in one of them. 

Legislative gaps regarding hate crimes 
on other protected grounds, such as sexual 
orientation, gender identity or disability, 
persisted. In January, the government 
proposed a draft new Criminal Code closing 
some of these gaps, but it had not been 
adopted by the end of the year.

1.	 Bulgaria: Refugees continue to endure bad conditions (EUR 

15/001/2014)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR15/001/2014/en

2.	 Bulgaria: Investigations into alleged excessive use of force during 

Sofia protests must be prompt and thorough (EUR 15/001/2013)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR15/001/2013/en

3.	 Because of who I am: Homophobia, transphobia and hate crimes in 

Europe (EUR 01/014/2013)  

www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR01/014/2013/en 

BURKINA FASO 
Burkina Faso
Head of state: Michel Kafando (replaced Blaise 
Compaoré in November)
Head of government: Yacouba Isaac Zida (replaced 
Luc Adolphe Tiao in November)

Concerns remained over the use of torture 
and other ill-treatment and excessive force 
by police and other security personnel. High 
levels of maternal mortality persisted.

BACKGROUND
President Compaoré resigned at the end of 
October following widespread protests against 
a bill proposing constitutional amendments 
that would allow him to run for re-election 
in 2015. Following the bill’s withdrawal, 
a transitional government led by interim 
President Michel Kafando was sworn in 
in November to steer the country towards 
legislative and presidential elections.

TORTURE AND OTHER ILL-TREATMENT
In October, following a riot at MACO prison 
in Ouagadougou, at least 11 prisoners were 
repeatedly beaten and otherwise ill-treated by 
prison guards and accused of organizing an 
escape attempt. Two prisoners died following 
the riot, reportedly as a result of dehydration 
and lack of ventilation in their cell during 
a lockdown.

More than 30 prisoners alleged that they 
had been tortured and otherwise ill-treated 
at the time of arrest, and while being held 
in gendarmerie (military police) detention 
centres and police stations around the 
country in 2013 and 2014. One detainee 
described being tortured for a period of 17 
days at the central Ouagadougou police 
station; his hands were handcuffed to his 
ankles, an iron bar was put underneath his 
knees and he was suspended in a squatting 
position between two tables. Other detainees 
also said they were beaten and forced 
to sign statements without knowledge of 
their content.

EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE
During protests in October and November, 
security forces used excessive, sometimes 
lethal, force against peaceful protesters, 
resulting in at least 10 deaths with hundreds 
more injured. 

On 30 and 31 October, prison guards and 
gendarmes used excessive and lethal force 
to repress a prison riot and attempted escape 
at the MACO prison in Ouagadougou. Three 
prisoners were shot dead.



90 Amnesty International Report 2014/15

RIGHT TO HEALTH - 
MATERNAL MORTALITY
Concerns about high levels of maternal 
deaths remained. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) estimated that 2,800 
women died during or following childbirth in 
2013. WHO also reported a persistently high 
unmet need for contraception information, 
services and goods. 

The Ministry of Health, working with 
the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and 
other agencies, launched the first National 
Family Planning Week in 2013 aimed at 
raising awareness about contraception 
and challenging persistent negative 
stereotypes about women and girls who take 
contraception. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
In a ruling in March, the African Court on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights held that the 
Burkinabé state - in its failure to diligently 
investigate and bring to justice those 
responsible for the assassination of journalist 
Norbert Zongo and three of his companions, 
found burned to death in a car in 1998 - had 
violated the right to freedom of expression by 
causing “fear and worry in media circles”.

In another ruling in December, in the case 
of Konaté v. Burkina Faso, the Court ruled 
that imprisonment for defamation violated 
the right to freedom of expression while 
criminal defamation laws should be used 
only in limited circumstances. The Court 
ordered Burkina Faso to change its criminal 
defamation laws. 

BURUNDI
Republic of Burundi
Head of state and government: Pierre Nkurunziza

Government repression of critical voices 
intensified during the year. Violations of the 

rights to freedom of expression, association 
and peaceful assembly increased. Members 
of the opposition, civil society activists, 
lawyers and journalists were among those 
who faced heightened restrictions as the 
2015 elections approached. Meetings and 
marches were not allowed to take place. 
Allegations of harassment and violence 
committed by members of the ruling 
party’s youth wing, Imbonerakure, were not 
effectively investigated.

BACKGROUND 
Political tensions ran high as President 
Nkurunziza looked set to stand for a third 
term, a move perceived by many as a 
violation of Burundi’s Constitution. In March, 
the National Assembly narrowly rejected a bill 
proposing constitutional amendments that 
would have allowed the President to stand for 
a further term. Official statements indicated 
that the Constitutional Court would rule on 
the issue at a later date. Critics accused 
the ruling National Council for the Defense 
of Democracy-Forces for the Defense of 
Democracy (CNDD-FDD) of jeopardizing 
ethnic power-sharing principles agreed in 
Burundi’s post-conflict Arusha Accord.

The United Nations Office in Burundi 
(BNUB), established in January 2011, closed 
at the end of 2014.

Strong criticism of the civil and political 
rights situation in Burundi was made by UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, the African 
Union (AU) and some donor countries, 
including France and the USA. 

FREEDOMS OF ASSOCIATION 
AND EXPRESSION
The authorities refused to grant opposition 
groups, the press, the Burundian Bar 
Association and civil society organizations 
authorization to hold legitimate meetings and 
peaceful demonstrations.1

For example, in February, the Mayor of 
Bujumbura prevented the Burundian Bar 
Association from holding its General Assembly 


