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Responses to Information Requests
Responses to Information Requests (RIR) respond to focused Requests for Information that are submitted to the 
Research Directorate in the course of the refugee protection determination process. The database contains a seven-
year archive of English and French RIRs. Earlier RIRs may be found on the UNHCR's Refworld website. Please note 
that some RIRs have attachments which are not electronically accessible. To obtain a PDF copy of an RIR attachment 
please email Basesdedonnees.DatabaseUnit@irb-cisr.gc.ca.

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada

24 February 2009
TUR103064.E 

Turkey: Whether enrolling in a four-year academic program at a university automatically grants ament of 
military service for the four-year period, even if an individual fails his courses or does not attend classes; 
whether the university issues a declaration stating that an individual will be a student at the university upon 
receiving tuition payment, even if he has failed the previous academic year
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

In two telephone interviews with the Research Directorate, a consular official at the Embassy of the 
Republic of Turkey in Ottawa provided the following information. Post-secondary students between the ages of 
17 and 20 years do not have to postpone their military service since military service begins at 21 years 
(Turkey 30 Jan. 2009). Older students may their military service as long as they are able to register at a post-
secondary institution, even if they have failed courses in previous years (ibid. 13 Feb. 2009b). Students must 
renew theirment every year (13 Feb. 2009b). A problem will arise only if a student is unable to register for a 
subsequent term: at this point, the university will contact the military office and the student'sment of military 
service will not be renewed (ibid.).

In a 13 February 2009 telephone interview, an executive assistant at the Turkish Education Office at the 
Consulate of the Republic of Turkey in New York noted that these rules apply equally to Turkish students 
studying in Turkey and to those abroad (Turkey 13 Feb. 2009a). Undergraduate students may obtain a four-
yearment up to a maximum of seven years (ibid.) or until they are 29 years old (ibid.; UK 29 Aug. 2008, Sec. 
9.06).

For postgraduate students, the rules differ (ibid.; Turkey 13 Feb. 2009a). Master's and PhD students 
may obtain ament for three or five years respectively, until they reach the age of 35 years (Turkey 13 Feb. 
2009a). However, the Turkish Military Act No. 1111 specifies that

[t]he call-up and transfer of … [t]hose who are undergoing practical training, a higher degree, some 
specialization or doctoral studies in Turkey or abroad at the state's or at their own expense … may be 
postponed until the end of the age of 33 by the Ministry of National Defence. (Turkey 20 Mar. 1927, Art. 35
(e))

In addition,

[o]f the graduates of higher education, those who, after completing their particular specialization, bring about 
an innovation or development at global level in the field of science in original research in which they are 
engaged in this country or abroad, and the scientific establishment in which they work attests to this fact and 
issues a request, may be exempted from call-up and transfer to military service until they reach the age of 36. 
(Turkey 20 Mar. 1927, Art. 35(f))

Every year in August or September, Bachelor's students must submit proof of registration at the 
educational institution they attend to their corresponding military service office (Turkey 13 Feb. 2009a). 
Bachelor's students who fail are allowed to repeat a maximum of two academic years, but if they fail a third 
time they will not be able to register at their university or their military service any longer (ibid.; ibid. 20 Mar.
1927, Art. 35(c)). Similarly, Master's students must submit proof of academic registration in August or 
September, but they must do so only once for a two-year period of study (and a second time if they continue 
their study for a third year) (ibid. 13 Feb. 2009a).

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the 
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as 
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to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted in 
researching this Information Request.
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