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Mauritania: The party called the People's Front (Front populaire, FP) and the Mauritanian government's attitude
toward its members (February 2006)
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa

Information on the party called the People's Front (Front populaire, FP) was scarce among the sources
consulted by the Research Directorate.

The president of the FP is Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheikh Melainine (Horizons 8 Sept. 2005).
According to an article published by Radio France Internationale (RFI), in September 2005, he met with Ely
Ould Mohamed Vall, the president of the Military Council for Justice and Democracy (Conseil militaire pour la
justice et la démocratie, CMJD), a group of military officers that overthrew former Mauritanian president
Maaouiya Ould Sid' Ahmed Taya in a coup d'état on 3 August 2005 (28 Oct. 2005; Le Monde diplomatique Nov.
2005).

During his interview with Ely Ould Mohamed Vall, Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheikh Melainine stated
that he was [translation] "very happy with the change and optimistic" about the future (RFI 28 Oct. 2005). In
an article published on the Web site Jeuneafrique.com, Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheikh Melainine
confirmed that he was happy with the [translation] "objectives of the CMJD, which was trying to implement a
truly democratic process" (AFP 4 Aug. 2005). Referring to the coup d'état of 3 August 2005 during an interview
with Horizons, he stated that, in his opinion, [translation] "there was no coup d'état, but rather a revolution
even though that word is no longer part of the current political lexicon" (8 Sept. 2005).

A 12 January 2006 article indicates that the FP, along with other Mauritanian political parties, has
expressed its opposition to [translation] "independent candidates running in the upcoming municipal elections"
in Mauritania (Panapress 12 Jan. 2006).

No information on the Mauritanian government's attitude toward members of the FP could be found
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as
to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of additional sources
consulted in researching this Information Request.

References

Agence France-Presse (AFP). 4 Aug. 2005. "Retour à la normale après le coup d'État." (Jeuneafrique.com)
<http://www.jeuneafrique.com/jeune_afrique/article_depeche.asp?art_cle=AFP65135retoutatedp0> [Accessed
19 Jan. 2006]

Agence panafricaine de presse (Panapress). 12 January 2006. "Des partis politiques s'opposent aux



RIR

file:///I|/country_ip/canada_coi/mauritania/The%20party%20called%20the%20People's%20Front.htm[8/20/2014 2:36:59 PM]

Top of Page
Important Notices

candidatures indépendantes." (Jeuneafrique.com)
<http://www.jeuneafrique.com/jeune_afrique/article_depeche.asp?art_cle=PAN60026despasetnad0> [Accessed
19 Jan. 2006]

Horizons. 8 September 2005. "Mohamed Lemine Ch'bih Ould Cheikh Melainine, président du Front populaire
(FP) a rencontré nos reporters." <http://www.ufpweb.org/transition/ce385/horizons/cbh.htm> [Accessed 19
Jan. 2006]

Le Monde diplomatique [Paris]. November 2005. Mohammad-Mahmoud Ould Mohamedou. "L'armée affirme
vouloir relancer la démocratie. Variation sur l'usage du coup d'État en Mauritanie." <http://www.monde-
diplomatique.fr/2005/11/OULD_MOHAMEDOU/12890> [Accessed 17 Jan. 2006]

Radio France Internationale (RFI). 28 October 2005. Monique Mass. "La junte veut faire valider sa transition."
<http://rfi.fr/actufr/articles/070/article_39473.asp> [Accessed 19 Jan. 2006]

Additional Sources Consulted

Internet sites, including: African Elections Database, Africatime.com, Amnesty International (AI), BBC Africa,
Electionworld.com, European Strategic Intelligence and Security Center, Freedom House, Human Rights
Internet, Human Rights Watch (HRW), International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights, Jane's Intelligence
Review, Leftist Parties of the World, Liberation Afrique, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Relief Web, United
States Department of State.



The attached reproduction is a copy of an official work that is published by the 
Government of Canada. The reproduction has not been produced in affiliation 
with, or with the endorsement of the Government of Canada. 


	Local Disk
	RIR


